On rounding a bend in the road it
appears like a dream, perched on top
of a 277m hill. As a settlement it dates
back to pre-history and in the early part
of the first century became a Roman
stronghold but in 1278 it was taken by
Venice and surrounded by solid walls.
These walls are still intact today and
are now used as a walkway, providing
unique views over Istra.

The town’s buildings of Romanesque,
Venetian, Renaissance and Gothic
styles corkscrew along the narrow
streets, and lead to the main town
square and the impressive church of
St. Stephen.

Many stunning costal towns are within
30 minutes drive from the hotel. Istra
possesses by far the most developed
tourist infrastructure in Croatia and in

high summer it's as busy as a beehive.
But with years of experience | have
discovered many secluded painting

locations right in the hart of the old
towns, that for centuries were thriving
ports, trade centres and cultural melting
pots. Both the Romans and Byzantines
developed Porec into one of their most
important strongholds.

The wonderful Euphrasian Basilica,
which stands to this day in the centre of
the old Porec, is a UNESCO World
Heritage Site and its famous treasures
of gold mosaic frescoes are one of the
finest examples of Byzantine art.

Today the costal towns of Istra have
modern beachfront hotels on their
outskirts but the old city cores are full
of reminders from a historic past; old
town wall, Venetian villas and pictur-
esque narrow streets ooze charm. The
landscapes around the towns are gen-
erally rolling hills with vineyards, olive
groves, fertile fields and oak and
pinewoods.

Many lIstrian towns are said to have
been founded by the Celts, and derive
their names from the Celtic language.
Under Roman rule the entire region of
Istria started to prosper greatly. Since
the fall of the Roman Empire Istra has
been ruled by the /
Byzantines, the Franks,
Venice, Austria, Italy,
Yugoslavia and

now Croatia.

| do hope | have succeeded in at least
whetting your appetite for this holiday
and while on the subject of appetite, on

. two evenings during the holiday | will

bring you from the hotel to exceptional
private restaurants, where you will sam-
ple the best of local Istrian cuisine and
fine wines of the region.
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Finally throughout the entire painting
holiday | will work with you and give
demonstrations of various painting
techniques. | will help you with your
choice of subjects, your composition
and even the sketch if required. | also
want to give you the freedom to
express yourself and develop your own
style. This is your opportunity to have a
fantastic holiday and | want you to
enjoy it. | look forward to you joining me
in Istra in the near future.




Painting Holiday dates and prices are detailed on the separately enclosed sheet.

BOOKING FORM

Flights are 2 hours from London Stansted or 2 and a half hours from Dublin direct to Pola in Croatia. A private coach
will transfer you to a beachfront Hotel. You will require a valid passport and your own travel insurance for the trip.

Places are limited. To make a telephone booking using Credit or Debit card, call Maria or Dermot Cavanagh
on: 02887 784166 or (048) 87784166 from R.O.l. A £300 (or Euro equivalent) deposit is required with your booking.

Postal Booking: Please complete and return this booking form along with the appropriate payment to the
address below. making cheques payable to Dermot Cavanagh.

PLEASE SUPPLY NAME AS IT APPEARS ON

Istra Hollday YOUR PASSPORT IN BLOCK CAPITALS
Rhoneview Studio Name:
30 Seyloran Lane, Address:
Moy,
Co. Tyrone,
BT71 7EH.
Postcode: Tel No:

Names of others travelling | Mobile No: (if any)

Please charge my VISA / MASTERCARD or SWITCH CARD

To the value of

| would like to book place(s) on the Painting Holiday to
Istra with Dermot Cavanagh departing on / /20 .
carao. | | [ | [{ [ [ FIL[TRLITE]] o cepartng =
List Price of Holiday x by No. of painters travelling £
Expiry Date Switch issue No:
pIry DD / m m Holiday price non-painter x by No. of NPs travelling £
. Single room sup. X by No. of single rooms required £
Valid from date: D] / D] Name on card:........cocooevereienenecneenes
SIGNALUTE: .ot Security Code  [iiaEimjesiiitavelinsince Total Cost £
(The last three digits from the number on the reverse of card) D]] I'enclose a deposit of £300.00 per person =£......... Balance Due
(Balance to be paid 8 weeks prior to departure.) £

What Painting Materials to Bring to Istra: by Dermot Cavanagh

I recommend that you bring the minimum amount of painting materials. It is not essential that you use exactly the same materials
as | do. If you already have your own paints and brushes feel free to use them. | will be using my nine tubes of Winsor & Newton
Artist's Watercolours, four brushes and folding paint-box come palette.

The items listed below will give you a general idea of what you will require.

You should bring your paints and brushes, a roll of 1-inch masking tape, a HB pencil, a putty rubber, at least ten sheets of
quarter imperial size (15 x 11 inches) 140Ib or 300lb Rough surface, or Cold-pressed (medium texture) watercolour paper and a
small watercolour pad for colour mixing exercises. (If you need advice just call me). All painting materials should be packed into
your main luggage bag. It is a good idea to put paintbrushes into some kind of tube for extra protection before packing them.

There is no need to bring an easel but if you do decide to bring one | recommend the Winsor & Newton “Trent Sketching Easel’
or similar. Easels should be taped around the legs or placed into a carrying case, as they will have to go through outsized bag-
gage at the airport.

The following will be supplied on location - Painting stools, chairs, a plywood drawing board measuring approximately 20” x 16,
kitchen towels and water containers. | recommend that you bring a sun-hat or cap to wear on painting days and don'’t forget
your sun cream. The local currency is the Croatian Kuna (Approx.10 Kuna to the Pound — or 7 to the Euro) but there is no need
to bring any, as the hotel will change bank of England Sterling notes or Euros for you on arrival. Cash dispensing machines are
also plentiful and all major credit cards are accepted.

Laundry facilities are available at the hotel and are not expensive, | use them all the time as it reduces the amount of luggage |
have to bring. When you book your holiday | will send you further detailed information in the post. In the meantime if you have
any further questions please call me on: 028 87784166 or (048) 87784166 from ROI.




